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Celebrating 50 Years!
Pope John XXIII Reaches Milestone

JOIN US!
All School Reunion
Saturday, July 22

OUR HISTORY
On May 6, 1966, Omaha Archdiocesan 
School Superintendent Msgr. Roman C. 
Ulrich called together 14 representatives 
from the parishes of St. John the Baptist, 
St. Bonaventure, St. Boniface, St. Francis, 
St. Theresa, and rural St. John to discuss 
the building of the Central Catholic High 
School in Elgin, Nebraska. This school 

would be built, maintained, and operated 
by the corporation representing these six 
parishes. On May 25, 1966, the name Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic High School 
was suggested by St. Boniface pastor Msgr. 
Theodore Buelt, was voted on and accepted. 
Pope John XXIII Central Catholic High 
School opened in the fall of 1967 in Elgin. 

TIME CAPSULE
The Pope John student body and staff 
gathered outside the northeast doors of 
school on September 19th to celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of the school. The 
students led a prayer service where they 
gave thanks to all who have contributed 
to the life and success of the school for the 
past 50 years. CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Mescher and Bode 
Crowned 

2016 Homecoming 
Royalty

On Sunday, September 25th, Chad Bode 
and Jordan Mescher were crowned 
Homecoming King and Queen at Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic High School. 
Chad is the son of Charlie and Shelley 
Bode of Elgin.  He is active in football, 
basketball, golf and FFA. Jordan is the 
daughter of Bill and Teri Mescher of Elgin.   
She is active in volleyball, basketball, track  
and choir. Crown bearers were Brooke 
Kinney, daughter of Josh and Maria Kinney 
and Michael Selting, son of Lynn and Amy 
Selting.

The members of the Homecoming Court 
are pictured below. (front row l. to r.):  
Jordan Mescher, Erin Beckman, Shantel 
Priester, Emily Seier, Amy Nelson, 
Elizabeth Selting and Gracie Bullock  (back 
row l. to r.): James Short, Justin Funk, Chad 
Bode, Brody 
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After the prayer service the students 
filled a time capsule with items chosen 
by each class.  The seniors added 
their Homecoming picture to both 
commemorate the 50th graduating 
class of Pope John and to show some 
of the current fashion and styles. The 
juniors contributed a picture of their 
class, a math assignment, and a book 
cover that was signed by their class. The 
sophomores added a video of the school 
and the different classes, which is saved 
on a USB memory stick. The freshmen 
contributed a Pope John t-shirt. Class 
members signed the back of the shirt; the 
front has some current facts about the 
school and the school’s theme “Rooted in 
Faith”. The eighth graders placed an Apple 
iPod 5 and its charger in the box. The iPod 
contains photos of the class of 2021, their 
advice on how to survive junior high, and 
their favorite quotes. The seventh grade 
class added a photo collection of how the 
interior of the Pope John building looks 
today - the Pope John and St. Boniface 
classrooms, along with hallways, the 
library and the office.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The time capsule was 
buried outside the 
northeast entrance 
to the school. John 
Knievel, a member 
of the Class of 1968, 
the first graduating 
class of Pope John was 
asked to put in the first 
shovel of dirt. Then 
Erin Beckman - the 
only member of the 
50th class of Pope John 
whose parents are both Pope John alumni 
put in a shovel of dirt. The time capsule 
will be preserved underneath a stone 
marker.

The students concluded the ceremony 
with a prayer for the intercession of Pope 
Saint John XXIII, “May he always guide 
our school as we carry out our mission to 
foster the spiritual and academic growth 
of our students, preparing them to live a 
moral, faith-filled life based on Catholic 
values”.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPECIAL BLESSING & MASS 
On October 4th, Archbishop Lucas, 
along Monsignor Steffensmeier, 
Father Kramper, Father Onuoha, 
Father Burkhalter, Father  McCluskey 
and Father Vogel performed a special 
50th blessing on the school and 
con-celebrated a  mass for Pope John.  
Afterwards students, faculty and 
supporters enjoyed lunch in the St. 
Boniface Church basement.

BALLOON ROSARY
On October 21st, the 50th day of Pope John’s 50th year, 
students and staff gathered on Friday morning to say a special 
50th Anniversary rosary for Pope John and release a giant 
balloon rosary into the sky.  The students and staff wrote bible 
verses and well wishes on the balloons prior to assembly.  The 
balloon rosary took flight and headed northeast of Elgin.

On November 1st, the school office received a call from a 
woman who identified herself as Margaret from Denver.  She 
said her mother, who lives in Hamburg, Iowa, had found the 
balloon rosary on a fenceline and that some of the balloons 
were still inflated.  Along with messages and bible verses from 
the students and staff, contact information was written on 
the balloons.  The balloon rosary traveled 207 miles to get to 
Hamburg. Iowa.
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Thank you 
for your 
gifts & 

prayers!

ENDOWMENT MEMORIALS
Ervin Voborny
Jim Miller
Genny Henn
Glen Holtz
Ellie Plunkett
Joyce Temme
Vincent Thiele

Earl Schindler
Mildred Pelster
Bertha Farris
Sally Bohnenkamp
Jean Muff
Don Hansen

One-Act Team 
has great season!

Pope John students performed 
“The Perils of Lulu” during the 
One-Act season and earned many 
honors.  This included the Niobrara 
Valley Conference Championship 
and District Runner-Up.  Earning 
Outstanding Acting awards at 
Districts were:  Brody Hupp, 
Madison Dilly, Logan Henn, Nicki 
Payne, and Maddie Schrage.

The play was directed by Karmen 
Sauser and she was assisted by 
PJ English teacher, Peggy Payne.

ENDOWMENT DONATIONS
From 2016 Development Dinner 
$10,000

GENERAL DONATIONS 
(7-1-16 to 12-1-16)
Kim Erlandsen
Willa Borer Memorial
Anonymous

(Pictured l. to r.) Logan Henn, 
Luke Henn, Elizabeth Selting, 
and Madison Dilly

Thirty students participated in the cast and crew this year.  

Congratulations to the classes 
of ‘96-’97-’00 who won the 

championship last July. They 
donated their winnings back 

to the Tuition Assistance 
Fund.  The second place 

team of ‘03 & ’05 donated 
their winnings to the Shari 

Schiltmeyer scholarship.

PJ ALUMNI 
SOFTBALL
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PJ Alumnus
sharing gifts and talents

Many of our Pope John alumni continue to support Pope John 
through financial gifts and by offering their time and talents 
to help advance the school.  We’d like to share a couple recent 
examples.

Through a donation from an anonymous alumni and their family, 
Pope John junior high and high school students received a new 
kind of book to carry this school year. Chromebooks were issued 
to every student for use at home and at school during the school 
year. The Google-inspired device includes a built-in keyboard, 
stores most of its files online and runs applications directly from 
the Internet.  After utilizing iPads for each student the past four 
years, the addition of the keyboard was welcomed by many 
students.” Pope John is a certified Google Education School, so the devices tie in well with technology education the students are 
receiving,”  stated  Julie Dwyer, Technology Coordinator at Pope John. The school continues to offer iPads to students as well.

John Starman (‘PJ 80) visited the Environmental Science class this fall.  As a local agronomist, he shared some industry insights with 
the class of seniors.  John also brought along his drone and showed the students how he uses it to help local farmers improve crop 
yields. Pope John students benefit from seeing real-world applications of technology and how they tie into different careers.

Seniors (l. to r.) Gracie Bullock, Miles Schrage, Shantel Preister working 

on their Chromebooks.

Guest to the Environmental Science 
class, John Starman (‘PJ 80) taught 
students about drone technology.
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ALUMNI BABIES
Chris (PJ ‘07) and Kendra Warren
son, Hunter Eugene,  4-19-16 

Ryan (PJ’02) & Abby (PJ ‘02) Lodge
son, Henry Martin, 8-25-16

Meghan (Thiele PJ’ 03) & JJ Watson
son, Mason Elliot, 12-4-16

Marty (PJ ’99) & Missy Knust
son, Masen Matthew, 12-6-16

2017 UPCOMING EVENTS
Evening with Friends is Sunday, January 29th

Pope John Alumni Basketball Tourney is 
Friday & Saturday, January 27th & 28th

PJ Development Dinner is Sunday, April 9th

St. Boniface Alumni Banquet is Saturday, June 24 

ALUMNI WEDDINGS
Jeff Starman (PJ ‘10) to 
Marissa Matthew on 6-11-16

Mindy (Beckman PJ ‘10) to 
Michael Frickel on 7-9-16

Chelsea (Mescher PJ ‘13) to 
Tyler Childers (PJ’13) on 7-16-16

Jessica (Bartak PJ ‘08) to 
Heath Faust on 7-23-16

(Pictured l. to r.): Sister Patricia Hoffman, Sister Francitta Pazhukkathara 

and Sister Mary Diez visit students in the library

Visitor From the Past is Welcomed 
Sister Mary Diez walked the halls of Pope 
John once again. She taught high school 
English, Humanities, French, and Religion 
to many of the 200 students enrolled in 
Pope John from 1970-1976 and was part 
of the Administrative Team from 1973-
75.  Sister Mary was also an advisor for the 
school paper and speech team. 

She currently serves as President of the 
International Leadership Team for the 
School Sisters of St. Francis.

When asked for her final thoughts about 
Pope John High School, she said, ” There 
is such a strong spirit in this school, it was 
that way when I served here and it is still 
here today.”

PJ ALL SCHOOL REUNION IS SATURDAY, JULY 22
All alumni and spouses are welcome to help celebrate our 50th!  Alumni Mass followed by an Open House at Pope John 
with meal and band on the school grounds. Honored Classes - watch your mailboxes for additional information.

Alumni Softball Tournament is Saturday & Sunday, July 22 & 23

Macaib Hoefer (PJ ‘09) to 
Drew Kime on 7-30-16

Dylan Heithoff (PJ ‘10) to 
Meghan O’Hanlon  on 8-13-16

Kristina (Mitchell PJ ‘05) to 
Judd Sehi on 8-27-16

Lauren (Vaisvilas PJ ‘01) to 
Jeremy Borer (PJ ‘99) on 9-3-16

Andrew Engle (PJ ‘07) to 
Angela Larsen on 9-24-16

Kristine (Seier PJ ‘07) to 
Travis Weber 11-26-16

Brenden Henn (PJ ‘10) to 
Caitlin Hupp 12-17-16

Gary Schiltmeyer (PJ ‘97) to 
Julie Burenheide on 12-31-16
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Students Pray For Life
Annual Life Chain Well Attended

Homecoming Week Spirit!

The Pope John Jr. Right-to-Life group had a good turnout of supporters at 
the life chain they sponsored in October.   The participants made a chain 
along Highway 14 in Elgin and prayed for human life while displaying signs 
supporting life! The students are also preparing for their annual trip in 
January to Washington, D.C. to participate in the March for Life.

Movie Day - Freshmen were “Grease”

Movie Day - Juniors were “Dodgeball”

Throwback Thursday - Old Crusader uniforms came out in force Destination Day - our “Seniors” headed to the nursing home
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Volleyball team 
finished 

third at State!

Dance Team entertaining the crowd.

The football team was cheered on by fans all season.

FALL SPORTS
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IN MEMORY

Do you have alumni news 
you’d like to share?  Please 
email us at:
annameis@pjcrusaders.org

Dear Editor of Quad Lum News,
 
The Alumni Magazine is so attractive; it is laid out in such a 
pleasing format. The color and quality of the photographs are  
great.

The content is informative and well written. I was especially 
touched by the story of the 23 students’ pilgrimage to 
Washington D.C.  I also loved including the photographs of 
the alumni whose children graduated this year from Pope 
John.  

I am inspired by the news of the PJ students connecting faith 
and life with their service projects, not just raising money,  
but preparing their justice hearts for a world in great need of 
their enthusiasm and commitment to their Catholic  faith.  

Keep up the good work.

Janette (Funk PJ ‘71) Feijoo
Denver, CO

Letter to 
the Editor

Dr. Janet S. (Parilek PJ ‘73) Bumgarner 8-8-2016 
Sister Joyce Fey 10-2-2016 (Taught at PJ ‘71-75)
Mary Jo (Kalvelage PJ’74) Hofer 12-7-16

John (PJ ‘70) and Nelda Reicks were among 
the officials on hand for National Turkey 
Pardoning ceremony at The White House prior 
to Thanksgiving.

As chairman of the National Turkey Federation, 
John Reicks had the duty of attending the 
ceremony and presenting the turkey to be 
pardoned. He called it “a great experience.”

John is vice president of internal operations 
and manufacturing with Tyson Foods, which 

operates a large turkey processing plant in Iowa. This year, the “pardoned” bird came from Iowa.

After the pardoning, the lucky bird is sent to a new home at Virginia Tech University, where 
it is cared for by veterinarians and students of Virginia Tech’s Animal and Poultry Sciences 
Department at “Gobbler’s Rest” in Blacksburg, VA. (Story courtesy of Petersburg Press)

Dr. Derek Scholl (PJ ‘05) 
attended the Rio Olympics 
as part of USOC Volunteer 
Medical Professional 
Network.  

Pope John Music Students 
Receive Honors

The Nebraska Music Educator’s 
Association held their annual 
conference in Lincoln, which 
includes some of the top honor 
ensembles in the state.  Pope 
John junior high boys, Layne 
Bullock, Matthew Starman, and 
Kane VonBonn, participated in 
the Barbershop Chorus Clinic on 
November 16. 

Jordan Mescher, a senior, was chosen to be a member of the 
Nebraska All-State Chorus.  Thousands of students from 
schools in all classes audition for the chorus every year, 
with just several hundred being selected to participate.  
Jordan performed with the All-State Chorus and Jazz 
Band at the Lied Center in Lincoln on November 18.

Matthew Starman, Layne Bullock and Kane VonBonn

Jordan Mescher
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ST. BONIFACE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 10

St. Boniface School 
Knightly News

Puppeteers Share Important Message

In October,  St. Boniface 
Elementary students learned 
about “Rescue or Report”, 
which is an anti-bullying 
program sponsored by the 
Nebraska Elks Club.  Students 
learned from the puppeteers 
and their puppet presenters, 
Eddy and Melody, about 
when they should step in 
and help someone being 
bullied and when they should 
report it. The students were 
encouraged to ask questions 
about different situations.      

Students Learn About “Rescue and Report”

St. Boniface 6th graders using their 

Chromebooks to work during class.
Music teacher, Mrs. Becker directing 

the 5/6th grade band members. 
St. Boniface Preschoolers and Kindergartners 

visited the Fire Station and got to go for a ride.

We’re Always Learning Something New!
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IN MEMORY†

Genevieve (Moser) Henn (SB ‘41) 
Mildred (Hupp) Pelster (SB ‘42)
Kenneth Dozler (SB ‘51)
Evelyn (Hilger) Pelster (SB ‘53)
Marilyn Schrad Thomas (SJ ‘49) 

Grandparents Day was Fun-Filled!

Thank you for supporting 
us by purchasing 

St. Boniface Elementary 
Lottery Calendars!  

Jessica Brock, Mad Scientist, from 
the Edgerton Explorit Center, Aurora 
NE  recently spent the morning with 
St. Boniface Elementary students.  

The  PK-2 grade learned about 
Amazing Bubbles. This entertaining 
demonstration revealed the science 
behind bubbles while using the 
scientific method.  What are bubbles 
made of? What shapes do they come 
in?  And best of all, have you ever 
been inside a bubble? 

Mad Scientist Visits

Second grader Michael Selting is 
consumed by a giant bubble!

In November, grandparents joined us for Mass, hot chocolate and fun learning activities.  We had a great turnout! 
Thank you for spending the day with us.  We hope you enjoyed it as much as we did.  
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Pope John is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this 
year and it has been an exciting fall semester filled 
with activities marking this special milestone. 

During Pope John’s 50 years, there have been 1,397 
graduates who are now found all over the state, 
country and world sharing their talents and gifts with 

others.  I believe the school’s founders would be pleased knowing that Pope 
John has touched so many lives.  

The spirit of our mission continues in the halls of Pope John today! We 
are working hard to bring a faith-filled education to more students and to 
continue to raise the necessary funds to make that happen.  From all the 
staff and students, THANK YOU for your incredible generosity and prayers!

We hope to see you at the All-School Reunion on July 22, 2017 to wrap up 
our year-long 50th celebration. 

Happy 2017!

Anna Meis
Director of Advancement

Pope John Science Lab 1967


